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		Abstract

		The themes of participation, silence, personal experience, and voice are found in the emerging discussion of narrative or storytelling in legal writing and law teaching, and I intend to focus on that discourse in this paper. The insertion of personal experience into the teaching and learning of law exposes perspectives that previously may have been suppressed. Yet, multiplicity and particularity may lead to paralysis. Unless some connection between personal narrative and institutional change is forged, students may be silenced by "too much" context, unable to find any common and powerful language with which to create standards and offer answers. Precise articulation of the link between personal and political in legal education is impossible in this limited space, but I hope to begin a search for criteria according to which the effectiveness of stories and personal perspectives in the law school classroom can be assessed. 
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