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		Abstract

		The UK was one of the first countries to privatise its telecommunications operator and to introduce competition. As part of that process it created its first regulator, the Office of Telecommunications (OFTEL), later replaced by the Office of Communications (OFCOM). Around these are a vast and poorly understood accretion of regulatory and quasi-regulatory bodies, comprising perhaps the most complex regulatory system in the world. To begin to reform and simplifiy this system, it is first necessary to understand it. 
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