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		Abstract

		As an undeclared arm of the state, the PMC is politically expedient having proved to be highly advantageous in certain circumstances when states wish to engage in surreptitious or unpopular violence, yet easy to condemn when states need to gather political capital.  In other words, the PMC has become an integral actor in the system of governance at both national and international levels.  Such corporations, at least at one level, represent the evolution, globalization, and corporatization of the age-old mercenary trade. The worry, of course, is that they operate without the public scrutiny appropriate for military actors.  Indeed, the matter of accountability remains unresolved, in part because of governments’ intention to avoid accountability by using PMCs amplified in part by the complex nature inherent in the ambiguities of the legal form of the corporation.  As a result, they now have an active role formally and informally advising governments on various military policy initiatives. The situation is much the same elsewhere.     

This article focuses on the murky and difficult issues posed by the PMC and in particular, it examines the significance of utilizing the corporate form in the privatization of violent services.   A policy and legal analysis is developed by focusing on Nation-States and PMCs in the domestic context, reviewing the State’s control of force in de jure and de facto terms before turning to evaluate the privatization of military goods and services.  From that analysis, it goes on to embrace an ambitious mandate-regulatory paradigms. 
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