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		Abstract

		This article argues that good governance proposals are the impositions by Western, industrialized nations, of market governance through the concepts of liberal democracy on developing countries. Historically, good governance proposals arose from the post-Cold War era where the world favored free markets and liberal democracy. This supposes that the law should protect private property rights and be used to protect property from government redistribution.  

However, good governance has shortcomings in its application to sub-Saharan Africa. First, these programs under-emphasize and undermine the social and economic rights of the African people; second, they are based on an ethnocentric, individualist bias which presupposes that the individual, rather than the community, is the center of African society.    

This article sheds new light on the relationship between neo-liberalism and African identity. The failures of the African economy have been laid at the feet of the Africa ideologies, institutions, and practices. However, this ignores the history of African oppression and war. This article also examines the success stories of Botswana and Mauritius in establishing the inaccuracy of the negative African generalizations 
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