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		When news is becoming entertainment (infotainment) and private stories become public spectacle, individual lives can be mercilessly exposed to the glaring spotlight of unwanted publicity. In delineating the boundaries of intrusion, distinctions are made between children and adults; between public figures and ordinary citizens; between people who choose to live in the spotlight and ordinary citizens who stumble into the public forum; and between ordinary citizens doing something of public significance and those who do not. Then I specifically discuss two episodes: the tragic death of Princess Diana and the Quebec Charter of Human Rights and Freedoms and Chapter III of the Civil Code of Quebec [1994] that were invoked in a recent Supreme Court case, Les Editions Vice-Versa Inc. v. Aubry. Siding with the Courtâ€™s majority in this case it is asserted that the publicâ€™s right to know does not allow scope to magazines to take photos of people to decorate their covers without the individualsâ€™ consent. With due appreciation for the liberal inclination to provide wide latitude to freedom of expression, we must also acknowledge the â€œdemocratic catchâ€� and the need for prescribing the scope of tolerance. The right to free expression and free media, supplemented and strengthened by the concept of the publicâ€™s right to know, does not entail the freedom to invade individual privacy without ample justification. The media should adopt social responsibility standards to retain some credibility in the eyes of the public. 
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