

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	If You’re Against Them You’re with Us: The Effect of Expropriation on Autocratic Survival

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    Comparative Political Studies, 45, no. 8 (2012)
 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			39 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 9 May 2010
		
			Last revised: 4 Feb 2015
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Michael AlbertusMichael Albertus
University of Chicago - Department of Political Science
Victor A. Menaldo
University of Washington - Department of Political Science; UW Political Economy Forum


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: September 25, 2010

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		This paper advances a theory of why some dictators weaken the elite through expropriation while others do not. When the organization that launches a new dictator into power is uncertain about whether he will remain loyal to them, a dictator’s decision to expropriate the preexisting elite may contribute to political stability by signaling his exclusive reliance upon this group. We corroborate this claim empirically. Using new data compiled on land, resource, and bank expropriation in Latin America from 1950 to 2002, we show that large-scale expropriation helps dictators survive in power. The history of autocracy in Mexico between 1911 and 2000 also illustrates the importance of expropriation in promoting autocratic survival, as well as how the codification of new property rights can transform a dictator’s launching organization into a new economic elite. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Credible commitment, information assymetries, autocratic survival, expropriation & redistribution

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Albertus,  Michael and Menaldo,  Victor A., If You’re Against Them You’re with Us: The Effect of Expropriation on Autocratic Survival (September 25, 2010). Comparative Political Studies, 45, no. 8 (2012),  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1601138
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Michael Albertus

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				University of Chicago - Department of Political Science  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Chicago, IL  60637
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Victor A. Menaldo (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Washington - Department of Political Science  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					101 Gowen Hall
Box 353530
Seattle, WA  98195
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				UW Political Economy Forum  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Seattle, WA  98195
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research you’d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      505

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    2,253

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  103,267

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        3 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       11 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Law, Institutions & Development eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law, Institutions & Development eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,009

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,033

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Katharina Pistor at Columbia University School of Law, Kevin E. Davis at New York University School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Economic History eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Economic History eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              696

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            7,536

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Chris Minns at London School of Economics & Political Science (LSE) - Department of Economic History, Jeffrey G. Williamson at Harvard University - Department of Economics, Laird Bell Professor of Economics, Emeritus

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Political Institutions: Non-Democratic Regimes eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Political Institutions: Non-Democratic Regimes eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              325

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            4,071

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Foundations of Limited Authoritarian Government: Institutions and Power-Sharing in Dictatorships

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Carles Boix
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Milan Svolik
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Investment without Democracy: Ruling-Party Institutionalization and Credible Commitment in Autocracies

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Scott Gehlbach
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Philip Keefer
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Power-Sharing and Leadership Dynamics in Authoritarian Regimes

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Milan Svolik
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Dictators and Their Viziers: Endogenizing the Loyalty-Competence Trade-Off

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Georgy Egorov
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Konstantin Sonin
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Inequality and Democratization

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Ben W. Ansell
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        David J. Samuels
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Authoritarian Elections and Leadership Succession, 1975-2004

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Gary W. Cox
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Which Elections Can Be Lost?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Susan D. Hyde
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Nikolay Marinov
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Policy Uncertainty in Hybrid Regimes - Evidence from Firm Level Surveys

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Thomas Kenyon
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Megumi Naoi
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright © 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.109 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

