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		Abstract

		In health care, as in everything else, money matters. Of course, money is not the only thing that matters, but it matters a lot - perhaps more than all other factors combined. What we pay for and how we pay for it profoundly affect the care that is provided (and not provided), the settings in which care is provided (and not provided), and the lives and fortunes of those providing and receiving the care and those presented with the bill. Unless and until we alter the core incentives created by our existing payment system, we will get more of what we already have - a dysfunctional non-system that delivers uncoordinated care of widely varying quality at high cost. 
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