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		Abstract

		Data is the lifeblood of contemporary post-industrial societies. Whether this phenomenon is called the Information Society, the Network Society, or the Information Age, information flows are the circulatory system of commerce and governance on global and domestic scales. Information systems are the organs through which this lifeblood circulates. Information identification is the key that unlocks the potential of each of these. However, it is arguable that, in practice, there is too much emphasis being placed upon the details of identification (the â€˜identityâ€™ being processed) and not enough on structural concerns â€“ especially relationships between information providers and recipients. This inward focus is natural. Each organization has its own needs and interests, and they generally have a better knowledge of their own than those of other organizations. Unfortunately, increasingly interconnected networks of data flows, across increasingly interconnected networks, within and between organizations, means that an insular world view is no longer sustainable. This paper examines this phenomenon from the perspective of the law of privacy. How best do we manage our data such that the legitimate interests of security and privacy can be accommodated simultaneously? 
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