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		This paper traces one key example of the overlap between tort and crime and explains the impact of our disjointed thinking on these two areas. For about 400 years English civil courts have accepted some form of pre-eminence of the criminal law where civil and serious criminal liability co-exist. This is often referred to as the rule that â€œa trespass merges in a felony.â€� The paper sets out how this rule was created, how it has evolved and the form it is in now. Having charted the development, the paper moves on to explain why the key stages in that development happened.  
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