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		Public procurement rules were introduced in the European legal system as a device mainly intended to help build an effective internal market where competition is not distorted, in search for economic development. According to the supporting Cecchini Report, increasing cross-border competition for public contracts would generate major economic effects (both static and dynamic). Almost 40 years after, it is relevant to see if EU public procurement rules continue to be a boost for the internal market or, on the contrary, have become a true burden and a significant barrier to cross-border trade as some claim. Given the relevance of public procurement in the Europe 2020 Growth Strategy and the proposal for new procurement Directives sponsored by the European Commission, this issue seems particularly timely.  

This paper proposes a slightly different approach to the assessment of whether EU public procurement rules are a potential obstacle to cross-border trade -- moving from macroeconomic analysis towards a â€œbetter regulationâ€� view of the chances to reduce red tape and simplify procurement processes -- and offers a preliminary appraisal of some of the simplification measures and/or new devices included by the European Commission in the 2011 proposal for new procurement Directives (limiting the analysis to general provisions and, therefore, not covering procurement in the excluded sectors, concessions nor defence and security sensitive procurement). 
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