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		Abstract

		Robber Barons, is a phrase used by a number of historians to characterize a particular group of unscrupulous American businessmen, who, by themselves, significantly transformed the late nineteenth century into their private game of â€œsurvival of the fittestâ€�. To simply say that these men were parasitic thieves absorbed in self-interest alone was for years the accepted interpretation of the facts. However, today two distinctive views have emerged from two distinctive generations of writers. Clearly, historians that first tried to explain the unique personalities and behavior of the business leader of the late 19th century saw them as unprincipled swindlers that bribed legislatures, suppressed trade unions, defeated strikes and â€œchoked off rivalsâ€� so to monopolize their business interest . On the other hand, revisionists have essentially tried to abandon the â€œrobber baronâ€� concept, replacing it with the more positive term â€œcaptains of industryâ€�, suggesting that they provided new markets, more jobs, higher wages, lower prices, and more goods of better quality . Technically, it could be possible for both definitions to fit these so-called robber barons. Even the worst of the bunch, might appear to have contributed to the economic growth which marked the Industrial Revolution in America. However, evidence to substantiate such a claim is marginal at best. This study will not only question the term â€œCaptains of Industry,â€� but in addition, provide evidence supporting the claim that these men were greedy, corrupt, manipulative and profit-seeking vultures, who wanted to eliminate all competition by creating a monopoly regardless of the methods used. 
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