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		Abstract

		A qualitative research realised in Bologna in 1998 for and with a local association of homeless (which had obtained EU funds for an analysis of their work). The focus of the paper is on the social meaning of the first Italian experience in the publication anf the  distribution of a street newspaper by and for the vagrants: "Piazza Grande". By depth interviews, press analysis, focus groups and direct work with some formerly  homeless of the  association, the paper explores the "voices", the opportunities, the conflicts, the debate and the social meaning of this experience. The author uses the hypothis of an "active minority" recognising the active dynamic of a  social group who doesn't look for solidarity or generic pity, but for social rights, inclusion, flexibility and autonomy; by the newspaper and the work of  the association (that include other laboratories) they are building a social network which can be used by social services, too. 
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