

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	The Role of the Orthodox Church in a Changing Russia

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    ISPI Analysis #121 (Institute for the Study of International Politics, Milan, Italy), June 2012
 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			6 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 27 Jun 2012
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Nicolai N. PetroNicolai N. Petro
University of Rhode Island


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: 2012

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		The end of the Soviet regime has reverberated with an unexpected echo – the rise of Russian Orthodox Church. Flying in the face of conventional social science theory, which sees modernization as undermining the plausibility of religion, the Russian Orthodox Church has grown at the same time that the Russian government has been promoting sweeping social and economic modernization. While most Western observers see the two as mutually exclusive, apparently many in Russia do not.  

This essay looks at how the Russian government’s modernization agenda fits with the social agenda of the Russian Orthodox Church. It then looks at the passionate response the Church has evoked during the most recent election season. Finally, it looks at the prospects for a modernization that is not secular. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Russian Orthodox Church, Modernization, Secularitzation, Russia, Religion

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Petro,  Nicolai N., The Role of the Orthodox Church in a Changing Russia (2012). ISPI Analysis #121 (Institute for the Study of International Politics, Milan, Italy), June 2012,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2094490
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Nicolai N. Petro (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Rhode Island  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Political Science Department
Washburn Hall
Kingston, RI  02881
United States

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.npetro.net
				

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research you’d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      205

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    1,209

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  269,333

		

		
	


	

	
		
			
				       10 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Political Institutions: Parties, Interest Groups & Other Political Organizations eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Political Institutions: Parties, Interest Groups & Other Political Organizations eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              409

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,670

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Law & Religion eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law & Religion eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              350

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            6,402

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Michael A. Helfand at Pepperdine University - Rick J. Caruso School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Political Institutions: Non-Democratic Regimes eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Political Institutions: Non-Democratic Regimes eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              326

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            4,069

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Who Owns the Media?

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Simeon Djankov, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Caralee Mcliesh, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Who Owns the Media?

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Simeon Djankov, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Caralee Mcliesh, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Market for News

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Sendhil Mullainathan
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Andrei Shleifer
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Political Economy of Government Responsiveness: Theory and Evidence from India

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Timothy J. Besley
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Robin Burgess
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Handcuffs for the Grabbing Hand? Media Capture and Government Accountability

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Timothy J. Besley
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Andrea Prat
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Handcuffs for the Grabbing Hand? Media Capture and Government Accountability

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Timothy J. Besley
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Andrea Prat
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Corporate Governance Role of the Media

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        I. J. Alexander Dyck
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Luigi Zingales
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Corporate Governance Role of the Media

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        I. J. Alexander Dyck
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Luigi Zingales
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Media Bias and Reputation

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Matthew Gentzkow
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Jesse M. Shapiro
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Media Bias and Reputation

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Matthew Gentzkow
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Jesse M. Shapiro
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright © 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.088 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

