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		Abstract

		This article works to find common ground in how the law configures adolescents as decision makers.  Part I discusses various ways of understanding competence and decision-making capacity for adolescents. This section illustrates that the core elements of these concepts are the same when deployed by juvenile justice advocates or those debating healthcare decision-making rights for young people. Part II delineates how advocates in the healthcare arena have articulated a belief in wide adolescent decision-making competence in this realm with a specific focus on abortion. The section concludes with a discussion of Supreme Court jurisprudence. Part III shifts focus to describe how different parties have discussed issues of adolescent development and competence in the criminal context. It concludes with a discussion of how the Supreme Court has confronted this issue.Part IV queries whether there is,  in fact,  a divide between the two articulated positions of adolescent competence. The section describes the pros and cons of creating a unified vision of adolescents for purposes of configuring them in the law. This section then works to reconcile the two positions by acknowledging the complexity of the inquiry and exploring the possibility that contrasting views of adolescent competence in different contexts are in fact quite compatible. I argue that the milieu in which young people make decisions, i.e., in formal versus informal settings, demonstrably affects the quality of the decision-making process. As such, it is logical to conclude that the decision-making process in formal healthcare settings leads to better decisions that the law should support than is the case in the informal settings in which young people decide to participate in criminal activities. As such, any presumptions of decisional-capacity and responsibility for those decisions can and should be different in the healthcare arena versus the criminal arena. 
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