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		Stories of Canadian churches offering sanctuary to failed refugee claimants have been much in the news in the past several years. Church leaders and members of the church community justify their acts of civil disobedience on two inter related grounds, one secular, around Canada's international legal obligations and fundamental justice, and the other religious, relating to Christian obligations to the poor and oppressed. This paper examines the second ground and the Judeo-Christian theological foundation for sanctuary. We conclude that although there are moral grounds for civil disobedience, many of the biblical practices pointed to by Churches misappropriate customs for purposes they were not intended. 
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