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		Abstract

		The original inspiration to begin works upon a European Code of Private Law came from officials of the European Commission in the 1970s. The Commission financed such works for several years during the 1980s and early 1990s without, however, endorsing the codifications project in any official document. It was the European Parliament which advocated codification in two surprising resolutions of 1989 and 1994. It was only after the Tampere Summit in 1999 and a further Parliament resolution of 2001 that the Commission drew up its Communication on European Contract Law (2001) and successively the Action Plan (2003). It is characteristic that while the position of the Parliament was always enthusiastic towards the idea of code, the EU Council remained somewhat sceptical and the Commission applied the ‘salami method’, first supporting financially and only later discussing the idea of a European Civil Code in official documents, avoiding however, the word ‘code’. The latest developments show that the EU institutions are ready more than ever to support the idea of a European Code. However, this would lead to an unacceptable enlargement of EU competencies at the loss of the Member States, which would violate the principle of subsidiarity. 
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