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		Abstract

		During the summer 2009, I surveyed 196 ABA accredited law schools. The survey was designed to compile standard information regarding how law schools teach contracts. The Survey focused on the environment of teaching contracts, not the core classroom material covered. The survey asked eight substantive questions: How many cumulative credit hours of contracts are required of 1Lâ€™s in your institution? Are the cumulative hours of contracts taught in one semester or two? If your institution splits contracts into two semesters, what are the credit requirements in each semester: Fall 3/ Spring 3; Fall 3/ Spring 2; Fall 2/ Spring 3; Fall 4/ Spring 2; Fall 2/ Spring 4; Fall 4/ Spring 3; Fall 3/ Spring 4; NA? In the event that your school splits contracts into more than one semester, does your institution retain the same instructor to teach successive semesters of the required contracts course to the same students: (i.e., do your students retain the same instructor in Contracts I and Contracts II): Always Yes; If Possible Yes; We have no stated preference; N/A.   

Does your institution offer a course beyond the first year curriculum that has the word â€œcontractsâ€� in the course title? Does your institution offer a course beyond the first year curriculum titled â€œdrafting legal instrumentsâ€� or something similar?  What is the average size of the first year contracts section in your institution? Has your institution made an effort to create a â€œsmallâ€� section of contracts for all first year students; by small section, I mean smaller class sizes than other substantive first year subject courses?  

The data collected reveals an interesting picture of the American Contracts Course. The average hourly credit total for the contracts course is 5.04 hours. Most schools teach contracts across multiple semesters, though whether a school teaches contracts across multiple semesters is usually determined by the number of credit hours required. Likewise, the number of credit hours determines how those semesters are split. The most common hourly formation was three credit hours in the spring and three credit hours in the fall.  Several Schools retain contracts instructors over multiple semesters. Contracts is also taught beyond the first year in a number of institutions. A good number of responses indicated that they maintained courses in the upper division that had the word Contracts in the course title. Other schools indicated that they taught a course similar in scope to one called drafting legal instruments. Finally, class size of the contracts course varied dramatically.  Many schools indicated that they maintained a policy for creating a small section of a first year course, of which contracts might be one such option. 
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