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		Following the Supreme Court's ruling in British Columbia v. Canadian Forest Products Ltd., it is plain that any claim for environmental loss will have to be based on a coherent theory of damages and methodologies suitable for their assessment. The development of such a theory raises several important issues, including the nature of environmental harm and the purpose of compensation for such harm. An examination of the common law, legislation and academic literature reveals that protection of the environment, as a fundamental Canadian value, is predicated on the recognition that a healthy environment is requisite to the continuing well-being and prosperity of all Canadians, present and future. As such, any theory for assessing environmental damage must, first and foremost, recognize this function of the environment and seek to redress the injury done to it. 
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