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		Abstract

		On January 22, 2009, US President Barack Obama, in one of his first official acts, issued an executive order requiring the closure of the controversial detention facilities at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.  However, closing Guantanamo is seemingly impossible as a number of detained individuals deemed unsuitable for release or transfer remain imprisoned in a type of legal purgatory. This quagmire raises obvious, yet difficult questions: what is the proper venue for trying the Guantanamo â€œhard casesâ€�? Further, how does the United States balance its competing interests of holding accountable those culpable individuals while reclaiming its international leadership in promoting adherence to the rule of law? This article argues that answers to these questions, as well as the solution for closing Guantanamo Bay detention facilities, can only be found by moving beyond the endless and irresolvable debates over the legitimacy of military commissions versus the viability of the federal court system in the prosecution of the Guantanamo â€œhard cases."  Instead, the United States must find, or help create, an international forum to try the remaining Guantanamo detainees as these venues are generally accepted as the proper setting for dispensing justice when atrocities âˆ’ such as crimes against humanity, war crimes, and, arguably, terrorism âˆ’ are committed. 
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