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		Abstract

		In the six decades since the Supreme Court decided International Shoe, the seminal analysis of the scope of personal jurisdiction over a non-resident defendant, courts have struggled to apply its meaning to varying fact patterns and causes of action. That struggle has only intensified as modern internet contacts replace the more familiar physical ties. It is hardly an exaggeration to say that â€“ except in certain well-defined instances â€“ the existence of specific personal jurisdiction over a non-resident defendant in state or federal court is impossible to predict. This means that in almost every case against a non-resident, a motion to dismiss for lack of personal jurisdiction is likely to be made. That motion will likely provoke a request for jurisdictional discovery and result in a small-scale litigation of its own before the merits of the case are ever addressed. It is an invitation to a waste of judicial and party resources.   It is time for the states to take to heart the Supreme Courtâ€™s description of due process as a reflection not only of the limitations on statesâ€™ power, but of state sovereignty, and of statesâ€™ legitimate interests in hearing certain disputes. To that end, states should alter their long-arm practice to assert jurisdiction only in well-defined circumstances that reflect meaningful connections with the state, rather than reaching to the limit of due process. The resulting harm to prospective plaintiffs who may not be able to sue in the forum of their choice is a reasonable price to pay for increased certainty, decreased costs, and a freeing-up of the courtsâ€™ resources.   This article describes the current uncertainty surrounding personal jurisdiction jurisprudence, and how that uncertainty has been exacerbated by its extension to internet contacts. It advocates that states shorten their long-arm statutes to bring more certainty to the area as well as to strengthen the argument for the exercise of personal jurisdiction pursuant to those statutes as an expression of state sovereignty. And it proposes a model short-arm statute that exercises personal jurisdiction over nonresidents in the context of traditional state interests, while defining the application of those activities to the internet context. 
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