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		Abstract

		Rivers have been used as boundaries since time immemorial. This is because rivers have many features which are attractive to those who wish to use them as boundaries between their territories. First of all, a river boundary is clearly visible and discernible, since it is a natural boundary. Secondly, it is easier to control than a land boundary, especially in the case of large rivers. Thirdly, making the river a boundary allows both riparian states to use it for purposes of navigation without the need of entering into additional agreements. However, it would be false to say that a river boundary has only advantages. The main disadvantage is that a river tends to change its course. Either gradually, through erosion and gradual accretion ("alluvio" or "accretion"), or violently, by breaking through one of its banks and creating a new arm at some distance from its previous bed ("mutatio alvei" or "avulsion"). These two phenomena have caused problems ever since people started using rivers as boundaries. No wonder, therefore, that we find Roman lawyers already addressing this problem and providing solutions which are workable and practicable not only in the field of private law but also in relations between sovereign states.   

The aim of the paper is to present the rules of public international law relating to shifts in international boundary rivers, showing their historical origin and the legal basis of their binding character in the international legal order. Despite the fact that the ICJ has not, as yet, made any definite pronouncement on the issue of the shift of an international boundary river, it is assumed that the rules of alluvio and mutatio alvei are binding rules of public international law, applicable in the guise of general principles of law by way of analogy with national legal systems.  This proposition is supported by the (almost) unanimous opinion of legal doctrine and by several judgments rendered by arbitration tribunals. Furthermore, the recognition of the Roman rules as rules of public international law can be justified as the only reasonable solution to be accepted by the default rules of international law. 
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