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		Abstract

		This thematically structured comparative analysis provides an overall assessment of the relative importance of (and thus need for) minority specific rights concerning religion, religious diversity and respect for religious identity. Importantly, the evaluation will not disregard substantial differences in the kind of supervisory mechanisms in play.    

When evaluating whether the protection of religious minorities is adequate, the â€˜benchmarksâ€™ are the right to identity on the one hand and the principle of real or substantive equality on the other as the foundational principles and goals of minority protection. In terms of â€˜adequate protectionâ€™ there is an ongoing debate whether there is a need for minority specific rights in addition to the general human rights (and non-minority-specific rights in the broad sense). Even though minority specific rights or special minority rights are generally accepted to be part and parcel of human rights,  different opinions exist on their necessity and significance (in comparison with the minority-neutral norms). 
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