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		Assessing regulatory benefits is crucial to cost-benefit analysis.  And yet, quantification can be problematic, either because of the nature of the benefit themselves or because of uncertainty about achieving them.  In such situations, Cass Sunstein calls for the use of a breakeven analysis based on a judgment about whether regulatory benefits are at least as high as costs.    

Even assuming that cost-benefit analysis is the best way of making decisions when benefits can be readily quantified, breakeven analysis may or may not be the right approach when quantification is difficult.  Instead, depending on the causes of the difficulty, we might want either to revert to more qualitative methods of decision-making or to move beyond breakeven analysis into more rigorous methodologies.  Thus, the case for breakeven analysis remains unproven. 
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