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		Abstract

		This paper examines the ‘corrective’ effects of different framings of the same historical event through a controlled experiment using the case of the 2013 domestic trial against former leader of Guatemala General Ríos Montt. The experiment uses video footage, commentary on the trial from international news media and a research design with one control group and two treatment groups across a total of 156 participants. The results of the project show that additional ‘civil war’ and ‘international human rights law’ treatments have an impact on how respondents feel about the guilty verdict of the trial, even after controlling for socio-economic attributes and ideological perspectives. These differential results have direct bearing on how human rights events are portrayed and analysed, and by extension, how advocacy efforts from human rights activists can benefit from appropriate framing of events. 
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