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		Abstract

		This Article discusses major differences and similarities in U.S. oil and gas extraction via hydraulic fracturing through a comparison of the experiences in North Dakota and West Virginia.  Although there are other parts of the country experiencing growth in oil and gas extraction, Pennsylvania and Texas as but two examples, North Dakota and West Virginia are particularly apt for comparison.  Both states have relatively small populations, meaning that the impact of large-scale energy extraction in each state is likely to have a large impact on the state, economically, environmentally, and socially.    

This paper focuses on three main areas of comparison. First, the Article discusses the impact of the oil industry in North Dakota and the gas industry in West Virginia, including portions of the the financial, environmental, and social impacts of the hydraulic fracturing boom.  Next, the article discusses briefly the legislative and regulatory landscape of both states and how each stateâ€™s approach to enforcement and planning can and is likely to impact development in the state. Finally, the Article concludes that the North Dakota and West Virginia experiences can and should inform state and federal policy with regard to hydraulic fracturing and energy policy generally, and provides some suggestions designed to maximize the value of the lessons already learned. 
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