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		Abstract

		The citation of authority is a fundamental component of the common law legal tradition. Citations communicate that a line of argument is supported by an authoritative source that can be retrieved and reviewed to better understand the argumentâ€™s underpinnings. For centuries, lawyers and judges cited stable print sources that were relatively easy to locate. Once a source was in hand, a researcher had no reason to doubt that she was viewing anything other than the exact content as cited.   

The citation of internet resources in legal materials has turned this stable system on its head. An alarming number of links to internet resources cited in legal materials no longer work. Citations to internet resources become unavailable over time due to â€œlink rotâ€� and â€œreference rot.â€� Link rot refers to a link that no longer displays any content. Researchers who click on a link that has succumbed to link rot typically see a â€œ404 not foundâ€� error page.  Reference rot describes a link that â€œstill works but the information referenced by the citation is no longer present, or has changed.â€�    

	This article begins by introducing the Office of Attorney General and explaining the role of Attorney Generalâ€™s opinions in Oklahoma law. Specific instances of link rot and reference rot in Attorney Generalâ€™s opinions are discussed and the consequences of link failure are explored. The citation of internet sources that are not stable, reliable, or authoritative is examined. The article concludes with specific recommendations for improvement. 
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