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		Abstract

		The paper uses the experience of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) to advance the debate about civil society engagement with regional organizations, especially whether such engagement contributes to legitimizing the status quo or signifies new and/or alternative forms of regionalism, thereby directly or indirectly questioning conventional regionalism. The paper argues that transformations in the architecture of regional interactions over the past two decades in West Africa have included the emergence of civil society organizations (CSOs) as part of a "new regionalism" being co-constructed by states and non-state actor. In this"new regionalism," CSOs involvement with regional governance does not necessarily conform to notions about "model" regional integration arrangements.Secondly, there are over 3,000 organizations, networks, and groups working at different levels of region-centric goals, strategies, activities and organization, but extant scholarship (especially in the functional institutionalist perspective) tends to ignore or underestimate the strength and density of their engagement with regional integration and governance processes in West Africa. Using the perspective of regionalism as a socially constructed project, the paper demonstrates strong evidence of dense and relatively effective efforts by CSOs to engage with ECOWAS policy processes. The paper first conceptualizes civil society and social constructivism as analytical frameworks; followed by a survey of the landscape of regional CSOs, the range of their activities and strategies and modes of engagement; and highlights possible recent trends toward policy engagement, as well as counter-hegemonic engagement that may or may not constitute evidence of "alternative regionalism." This largely exploratory study is based on field data collected in West Africa in 2012 and 2013. 
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