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		Abstract

		At a more general and overarching level, this article sets out to make three points, which are developed throughout the article. Firstly, it intends to show how â€œwellâ€� discussing the case of Roma demonstrates the complexities and interrelated dimensions of the concept â€œintegrationâ€� and how the different dimensions of (flawed) integration mutually reinforce one another, and go hand in hand with systemic, endemic discrimination, stigmatization and social exclusion. Secondly, this article reveals how the ensuing special needs for protection of the Roma are â€œrecognizedâ€� by several substantive Roma related synergies between the different Council of Europe institutions/bodies, while exposing limits in this respect due to formal differences in terms of means and methods of these institutions/bodies. Complaints procedures for example have the advantage that they are concrete, but their coverage is limited by the cases brought by the applicants, and several more technical issues play, including questions of proof, proportionality testing and the related discretion left to states.  Thirdly, this contribution unravels how the case law generated by these complaints procedures does trigger important clarifications and/or developments of the law.  

Overall, having regard to the thematically structured analysis throughout this article, the Council of Europe still has a long way to go in terms of â€˜ensuringâ€™ an effective protection of Romaâ€™s fundamental rights, which would help countering their failed integration. 
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