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		Abstract

		This piece explores the strain in African mining as at 2011 caused by the latest bout of “resource nationalism” whereby many countries sought to reverse the liberal mining regimes the World Bank and mining companies pressured cash-strapped governments to adopt in the early and mid-1990s within the larger context of “Structural Adjustment Programs” (SAPs). The article attributes the resurgence of “resource nationalism” to domestic and international factors, namely growing poverty and high levels of unemployment (especially among the youth), declining state revenue and budgetary deficits, environmental degradation and corruption, the lingering effects of the 2008-2009 global recession, and the commodities boom that swelled the pockets of mining companies and their shareholders without a corresponding increase in royalties and taxes accruing to host-states. As mineral resources prices have fallen across the board, there is need to rethink “resource nationalism,” just as all stakeholders (miners, states, civil society and host-communities and Africa’s regional and continental intergovernmental organizations) should continue to articulate mutually beneficial governance regimes that would guarantee a “social license” for mining operations to contribute to sustainable development in Africa’s mining jurisdictions. 
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