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		Abstract

		The ethno-national wars in the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda were a test of the will of the international community to prevent or stop tragedy. The subsequent international embarrassments placed international credibility in question. As usual, politics and strategic interests overrode legal principles when the international community sought to resolve conflicts in neglected parts of the world. The United Nations, as well as the United States and the EC countries, were remarkably timid when it came to dealing with the Yugoslav and Rwandan conflicts before and during the crises. This ignominious failure was due to the superpowersâ€™ lack of political will and diminished strategic interests in both countries, particularly after the end of the Cold War and the enforcement of the New World Order. This chapter critically scrutinizes the international communityâ€™s humanitarian and diplomatic failure in dealing with the crises in both countries. 
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