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		Abstract

		The phronetic approach to social science as developed in Making Social Science Matter (Flyvbjerg 2001), Making Political Science Matter (Schram and Caterino 2006) and Real Social Science (Flyvbjerg, Landman and Schram 2012) argues for the application of practical wisdom in social science research that emerges from the development of applied expert knowledge. The collection of case studies in Real Social Science revealed a remarkable set of â€˜tension pointsâ€™ across different research projects that are crucial in bringing impact and change that flows from the research itself. From mega-projects to airport expansion, these tension points show extraordinary yet persistent contradictions (e.g. skewed cost-benefit analysis for megaprojects or â€˜sustainable aviationâ€™ in the UK) in policy making and practice that are elucidated through the phronetic approach. Conceived as â€˜fault linesâ€™, tension points can be â€˜brokenâ€™ through sustained research that identifies them, problematizes them, and develops new and better practices.  This article develops the idea of tension points further, illustrates them with cases studies from Real Social Science and other examples from policy research, and then applies the idea to London 2012, which we see as a global tension point between massive public and private inward investment, false promises, and a biased focus of Olympic â€˜legacy.â€™ 
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