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		Abstract

		The article reports the results of a study into the use of Internet resources in appellate judicial opinions and briefs. The prevalence of link and reference rot in opinions and briefs is examined. Link rot refers to an Internet link that does not retrieve any information. Reference rot refers to an Internet link that functions but does not retrieve the information it was cited for. The article explains how link and reference rot can undermine the authority of judicial opinions, harm the transparency and accountability of the judicial branch, and weaken the development of the law.  

Several aspects of this study have yet to be explored in any other published article. First, this study examines link and reference rot in briefs submitted to appellate courts. Previous studies have focused only on judicial opinions while ignoring briefs which are a major source of link and reference rot. Second, this study includes original research into rotten links to determine if missing information can be located using advanced internet searching or in digital archives. These novel approaches shed new light on the causes of and solutions to link and reference rot in legal writing.  

The article concludes with suggestions for stopping link and reference rot including the use of the Perma digital archive, criteria for selecting links to include in judicial opinions, and proposed amendments to appellate court rules. A proposed amendment to Oklahomaâ€™s Code of Judicial Conduct is offered to ensure that independent judicial factual research does not violate the rights of litigants. 
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