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		Abstract

		The focus of this paper is the international law right of self-determination and its relevance for Maori child welfare: namely, its implications for the responsibility for the care and placement of Maori children. The author argues in this 1998 book publication that indigenous peoples have a right to the preservation of their separate and distinct cultural identity through cultural self-determination. This right is independent of the UN Draft Declaration as it is already recognised in customary international law. The first section of the paper describes the international right of self-determination and how states have refused to formally recognise that indigenous peoples have this right. The second part describes the rights of indigenous peoples to the protection of their culture and identity as peoples who have been recognised in international law. The UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and direction of debates surrounding the right of indigenous self-determination are reviewed along with state practices in context of these international laws. 
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