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		Abstract

		The purpose of this report is to establish a means of differentiating between types of institution in terms of level of risk of child sexual abuse, according to the characteristics of the institution and the kinds of activities that it organises.  It draws upon the existing research concerning risk factors in relation to child sexual abuse and examines how these risk factors might operate cumulatively in the context of institutions. It examines to what extent various risk factors might be clustered within some institutions or activities more than other institutions or activities. In considering these issues, a distinction is drawn, where appropriate, between adult-child abuse and child to child abuse.  

The methodology for this study involved examining the literature on the four dimensions of risk that have been identified in terms of risk either of victimisation or the perpetration of child sexual abuse.  These are:  

â€¢	Situational risk â€“ arising from the opportunities for abuse that the environment offers â€¢	Vulnerability risk â€“ arising from the characteristics of the children cared for â€¢	Propensity risk â€“ arising from a greater than average clustering of those with a propensity to abuse children and young people â€¢	Institutional risk â€“ characteristics of the institution that may make abuse more likely to occur or less likely to be dealt with properly if disclosed.   
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