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		Abstract

		This Essay is the third in a series of articles discussing the relative value of American law reviews, and a response to Professor Alfred Brophy's elaboration of my initial study of the high mathematical correlation between law review quality, as manifested in citation-based measures, and law school reputation. See The Relative Value of American Law Reviews: A Critical Appraisal of Ranking Methods, https://ssrn.com/abstract=806144; The Relative Value of American Law Reviews: Refinement and Implementation, https://ssrn.com/abstract=897063; and - Alfred L. Brophy, The Relationship between Law Review Citations and Law School Rankings, https://ssrn.com/abstract=868541.

Given my prior interest in the relative value of American law reviews, I have used the abovementioned correlation as a means to explain some of the variance in quality among law reviews. Brophy's empirical findings overlap mine, yet the extent of his analysis, as well as his interpretation and utilization of the law review/law school relationship are clearly different.

First, he uses more variables to examine additional aspects of this relationship. Second, he offers a different causal explanation for the correlation between law review quality and law school reputation. Third, he draws on this correlation to promote a new method for the assessment of law school reputation, and advocates various techniques that law schools may employ to improve their rankings.

This Essay touches on the three components of Brophy's analysis. Part II discusses the various causal explanations for the correlation between law review quality and law school reputation, and endeavors to show that the second variable is usually the cause rather than the effect of the first. It also criticizes Brophy's accounts of marked anomalies between law school ranking and law review ranking, and the relatively poor correlation between law review citations and law school reputation for lower school-tiers.

Part III takes the law review/law school correlation analysis two steps farther. First, it shows that the correlation between law review quality and law school peer assessment score is not linear, as previously implied, but rather polynomial. Second, it shows that a similar polynomial correlation exists between law review quality and the 75th percentile of incoming students' LSAT scores, and associates this finding with the law review quality/law school peer assessment relationship.

Part IV examines Brophy's noteworthy proposal to base the ranking of law schools, at least in part, on the frequency of citation of their flagship journals. The search for new law school ranking methods is highly commendable in view of the continuing dissatisfaction with the U.S. News & World Report annual law school ranking. However, I am not sure that Brophy's concrete proposal is much better than the one it aims to replace. Lastly, this Essay criticizes Brophy's advocacy of various techniques that law reviews may use to attract citations and improve their ranks. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Law reviews, ranking, law schools, legal education, legal scholarship, legal research, U.S. news, Leiter, Solum, Princeton Review

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: K00

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	

























    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Perry,  Ronen, Correlation versus Causality: Further Thoughts on the Law Review/Law School Liaison. Connecticut Law Review, Vol. 39, pp. 73-95, 2007,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=940892
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Ronen Perry (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				University of Haifa - Faculty of Law  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Mount Carmel
Haifa, 3498838
Israel

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://law.haifa.ac.il/index.php/en/faculty-rperry
				

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      380

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    3,219

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  142,608

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        2 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       15 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Legal Education eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Legal Education eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,747

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            6,882

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Jeremy R. Paul at Northeastern University - School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Legal Writing eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Legal Writing eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,641

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            2,909

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Emily Zimmerman at Drexel University Thomas R. Kline School of Law, Deborah S. Gordon at Drexel University Thomas R. Kline School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Young Scholars Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Young Scholars Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              681

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,008

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Robin Fretwell Wilson at University of Illinois College of Law, David A. Hyman at Georgetown University Law Center

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Empirical Studies eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Empirical Studies eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              660

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,784

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.048 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

