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		Abstract

		The ASCO Post, in partnership with the American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO), communicates news of evidence- based multidisciplinary cancer care to a broad audience of 30,000 oncology professionals and ASCO members. Professor Pope authors a monthly Law and Ethics in Oncology column that explores the legal and ethical issues oncologists must be aware of in this era of precision medicine and changing health-care policy, both to protect patientsâ€™ rights and to safeguard against potential legal jeopardy.  

In 2017, the District of Columbia (DC) became the seventh jurisdiction in the United States to legalize medical aid in dying, which gives terminally ill patients the option of how and when they die. The new DC statute is nearly identical to earlier enacted medical aid in dying statutes in California, Colorado, Oregon, Vermont, and Washington State. Only Montana legalized medical aid in dying through a court decision, but subsequently, proponents of the act have failed in every attempt to legalize medical aid in dying through constitutional or statutory litigation.  

Below, I explain the details contained in these laws, which provide that a mentally competent, terminally ill patient may request medication to be self-administered for the purpose of hastening his or her death. Note the uniformity and similarity of the six medical aid in dying statutes. They are almost indistinguishable, and this duplication persists in new statutes being considered. First, almost every bill introduced in more than 25 state legislatures, in 2017, was modeled on the already enacted medical aid in dying statutes. Second, all the bills (for example, in Hawaii) that are expected to pass, in 2018, are also closely patterned on the six statutes already in force. Since, nearly 70% of Americans and 60% of physicians support medical aid in dying, additional jurisdictions are likely to legalize the act, but do not expect much innovation or creativity anytime soon.  

It is understandable why each jurisdiction that legalizes medical aid in dying enacts a virtually identical statute. Politically, it is easier to defend the legitimacy and safety of a law with a proven track record. However, political expediency does not necessarily entail ethical justifiability. The ethics of access to medical aid in dying is important to oncologists, because nearly 80% of patients using medical aid in dying have been diagnosed with cancer. Since commentators have already amply discussed the ethics of medical aid in dying itself, this article focuses on next-generation issues: the justifiability of prevailing eligibility criteria and procedural requirements. 
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