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		Abstract

		This chapter is the first attempt to provide a comprehensive discussion of the cases decided by the COMESA Court of Justice from its founding.

The Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) Court of Justice has a major similarity with other African subregional ICs. Although it is established as a regional trade court, it has barely handled any trade cases. However, while the other subregional ICs like the East African Court of Justice (EACJ) and the Economic Community of West Africa (ECOWAS) Court of the Justice (ECCJ) have mostly decided human rights cases, the COMESA Court of Justice has primarily decided disputes between various COMESA institutions and their employees. This chapter compares and contrasts the reasons underlying the COMESA Court of Justiceâ€™s trajectory in becoming an administrative tribunal for COMESA employees, with how the EACJ and ECCJ became human rights courts. This chapter seeks to fill the lacunae in our current understanding of the COMESA Court of Justice, first by showing that like other subregional African courts, it has not decided trade cases with the exception of a recent and remarkable exception. Second, it shows  that while other subregional courts have primarily decided human rights cases, the COMESA Court of Justice has mostly decided employment disputes.

The chapter shows that the trajectory of the COMESA Court of Justice as an administrative tribunal for its employees is the result of its formalistic interpretive approach particularly with regard to exhaustion of domestic remedies; its location; the lack of non-governmental constituencies to supports its work and the fact that its establishment coincided with a high-point of repressive governance in the COMESA region that set it on a path very different from its counterparts in East and West Africa.
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