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		Abstract

		Ever since President Barack Obama signed the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) into law on March 23, 2010, the nondiscrimination provision of the law, Section 1557, which prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in certain health programs or activities, has not been as saliently visible or contested as other provisions. But, over the past years, this â€œnondiscriminationâ€� section of the ACA has been getting more attention.

First, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) promulgated implementing regulations in May 2016 that became effective in July 2016. Second, federal agencies and private litigants have amplified enforcement of those regulations over the past 12 months, both levying more fines and filing more lawsuits. Therefore, it has become increasingly important that oncology clinicians understand their obligations under Section 1557, especially with respect to patient communication equality. 
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