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		Abstract

		Like most clinicians, oncologists often informally consult their colleagues, both asking questions and seeking suggestions on how best to care for their patients. These informal or “curbside” consults (sometimes called “sidewalk,” “elevator,” or “hallway” consults) are valuable, because the free exchange of information and expertise among clinicians facilitates communication, education, and professional association. This collaboration benefits not only the health-care profession, but also the patients it serves.

However, a new state supreme court opinion highlights two types of legal risk associated with curbside consults. First, in some states, even informally consulted clinicians may be liable for providing negligent advice. Although these clinicians have no treatment relationship with the patient, they may still be liable, when it is “reasonably foreseeable” that their advice could harm the patient. Second, informally consulted clinicians in other states must also be careful, because the boundary between formal and informal consults is blurry. Normally, these clinicians cannot be liable for negligent advice, because they have no treatment relationship with the patient. But they may inadvertently cross the line from informal to formal, thereby creating a treatment relationship and exposing themselves to liability. 
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