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		Abstract

		In April 2019, a 3-year-old boy, Noah McAdams, missed the third round of chemotherapy for his acute lymphoblastic leukemia. His parents wanted instead to focus on alternative remedies of cannabidiol oil, alkaline water, mushroom tea, and herbal extracts. The sheriff was summoned; Noahâ€™s parents lost custody of their son, and a judge ruled that Noah must continue treatment despite his parentsâ€™ wishes.

This case is not unique. Media headlines regularly report police actions and court proceedings involving parents who refuse cancer treatment for their children. Indeed, these cases are becoming more common as parents increasingly pursue alternative medicine or faith healing instead of conventional treatment. Therefore, oncologists must understand their legal responsibilities in these situations. 
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