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		Abstract

		Although oncologists are still prescribing opioids for their patients in chronic pain, a growing number are reluctant to introduce opioids into patients’ treatment plans, especially if they suspect patients may have a substance abuse disorder. There is no evidence, yet, suggesting that oncologists, fearful of treatment restrictions in the CDC guideline, are excluding these patients from their practices. But, in some instances, physicians in other medical specialties not only are picking and choosing but also are taking the extreme step of discharging patients with chronic pain from their practices.

What are the implications of cherry-picking and lon-dropping patients? After a clinician agrees to care for a patient, the clinician must continue providing that care until the relationship is appropriately terminated. Here, we explain the right way to end a treatment relationship. 
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