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		Abstract

		Law student activists stand against applying to clerk for judges of certain ideological stripes. A law clerk disclosed sexual harassment inflicted by the judge she clerked for.  The federal judiciary continues to struggle with work and hiring in the light of the novel coronavirus. In some ways, 2020 has not been a banner year to think about federal clerkships as the best jobs a law student will ever have. 

But a federal judicial clerkship remains a valued credential for employers, a coveted outcome for most students, and a window into the federal judiciary for outsiders, particularly first-generation law school graduates. And while some experiences can turn out poorly, the modal outcome seems to be one of high satisfaction, with a mentoring judge through a clerkâ€™s early career and a network of clerk alumni who can support one another.

And in the midst of these discussions, I offer this Federal Judicial Clerkship Report of Recent Graduates. This report is an opportunity to reflect on the present state of legal education and federal judicial clerkships.

This Report offers an analysis of the overall hiring of recent law school graduates into federal judicial clerkships between 2017 and 2019 for each law school. It includes an overall hiring report, regional reports, overall hiring trends, an elite hiring report, and trends concerning judicial vacancies. 
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