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		Abstract

		This chapter considers the critical and yet often overlooked “post-decision phase” of impact assessment,  following planning, assessment, and decision-making.  Part II of the chapter briefly explains monitoring, follow-up, adaptive management, and compliance in the impact assessment context, and sets out the manner in which these are treated under the Impact Assessment Act (IAA). Where useful for comparison, this part also considers how they were treated under Canada’s previous assessment regimes.  Part III then considers the federal government’s track record with respect to these matters, including the findings and recommendations of the Expert Panel for the Review of Federal Environmental Assessment Processes. Although much was said during the IAA’s development about increasing the quality, transparency, and accessibility of monitoring and follow-up results, as well as addressing the misuse of adaptive management, the Act itself is only marginally distinguishable from CEAA and CEAA, 2012 with respect to most of these issues. The one exception appears to be with respect to adaptative management, which has been re-introduced following its deletion from CEAA, 2012. Part IV considers some of the steps that could be taken to bolster the implementation of the post-decision phase under the IAA to bring it closer to best practice. 
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