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		Abstract

		Contemporary legal life around the globe is full of institutional actors. Even informal means of dispute resolution like mediation are now often given institutional form rather than relying on the good intentions and efforts of casually engaged third parties. Operating as councils, tribunals, commissions, boards, andâ€”last, but not leastâ€”courts, both state and non-state legal processes have located meaning and importance in institutional monikers and forms. As this contribution cautions, however, we need to be quite careful about our linguistic translation of legal institutions. Despite everyday usage, the above institutions are not necessarily synonyms for each other and there can be serious material and political implications of each legal label. In particular, translating non-state institutions as â€œcourtsâ€� has particularly fraught implications that need to be considered. 
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