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		Abstract

		About a decade ago, leaks of large data and information pools – henceforth called megaleaks - had seriously become “sexy”. Primarily associated with the ascent of Wikileaks and a flurry of spectacular megaleaks on US security and military issues, a new era of radical transparency and the end of the deep, secret state as we knew it was widely promoted as a viable prospect by both digital and policy evangelists. Ten years on much of this enthusiasm has faded and transparency research focussed on megaleaks has all but dried up. 
I argue that this is an inaccurate perception and a rather unfortunate one from both a policy and research perspective. Megaleaks are flourishing and they are impactful, although they take different shapes and different routes to impact compared to what was envisioned in the early 2010s. 
To make my case I develop three points in more detail that are emblematic for a broader set of updated observations about megaleaks that complicate the received wisdom of leaking as a vanishing engine for transparency: 
-	a scan of the current leaking landscape beyond a narrow focus on Wikileaks that documents a much more diverse, dynamic, and relevant ecosystem than the rise and slow demise of Wikileaks may suggest (section 3);
-	an unpacking of the role and interests of the state as one of the principal actors on transparency issues beyond a narrow conception of antagonistic relationship to leaks and leaking (section 4); and,
-	the identification of a highly distinctive, consequential, and surprisingly overlooked quality of online leaks that I call “unknowable transparency” and that sets such leaks apart from other forms of transparency (section 5).
I preface this exploratory journey with a very brief excursion into the broader early literature on this new type of megaleaks (section 2) and the reasons why it somehow is believed to have fizzled out both in scale and relevance. And I bookend the overall discussion with a short teaser on what other thematic threads related to megaleaks should warrant more attention in transparency research and transparency practice (section 6). 
WikiLeaks may have been a short-lived and somewhat tragic phenomenon, yet the era of megaleaks and leaking is still going strong and rapidly evolving. Transparency research and policy practice should pay more attention. 
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