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		Abstract

		In Aotearoa New Zealand the use of Māori words in legislation has become widespread, to better recognise and legally provide for Māori culture and values. However, their use has not been without criticism or difficulty. At the simplest and most basic level, there have been difficulties with knowing what the words mean or encompass, and some errors have been made – both in the choice of the words used in the legislation and by bodies applying them in practice. At a more fundamental level, their use has been criticised for, on the one hand, potentially subverting the fundamental principles of our legal system and, on the other, subverting the development of Māori cultural identity.

This paper focuses solely on the use of the two terms "tangata whenua" and "mana whenua" in New Zealand legislation. It discusses the range of uses of these two terms, and the issues and difficulties they have raised. The focus is on the use of these terms 'pepper-potted' throughout English-language legislation, rather than on their use in extensive passages of Māori text. 

The paper identifies some suggestions for overcoming some of the difficulties identified and thus better achieving the aims and benefits of using te reo Māori kupu in legislation. It concludes with the paradox facing those who wish to use such terms or who have to interpret them once used. 
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