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		Abstract

		Pakistan broke ground in 2018 with its legislation of the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act. This legislation was cutting-edge within South Asia and globally with the Act’s declaration that gender identity inheres in the individual. The Act broadly defines a ‘transgender person’ to include intersex persons, khwaja siras (an Islamicate gender), and also ‘any person whose gender identity or gender expression differs from the social norms and cultural expectations based on the sex they were assigned at the time of their birth.’ Moreover, the Act goes on to declare that ‘[a] transgender person shall have a right to be recognized as per his or her self-perceived gender identity.’

The 2018 Act was also significant for its efforts to resolve questions and tensions about how transgender people fit into Pakistan’s enforcement of Islamic law. Despite these efforts, litigation has recently been brought challenging the Islamic credentials of the 2018 Act. However, this litigation has not centered on the 2018 Act's detailed Islamic inheritance provisions. Rather, different suits launched in the Lahore High Court and the Federal Shariat Court (FSC) in Islamabad have argued that the 2018 Act encourages homosexuality and same-sex marriage—allegedly forbidden under Islamic law. 
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