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		Abstract

		While there is broad consensus on the minimal meaning of the neutrality principle, vivid debates arise as to what it implies for some specific issues raised by contemporary religious pluralism. These discussions not only oppose different national interpretations of the concept of neutrality; also within states disagreements can be observed as to what state neutrality entails in particular contexts. As part of this ongoing contestation, in the last thirty years courts have increasingly been asked to settle conflicts over issues involving neutrality and religious diversity.

This chapter aims to discuss the constitutional interpretation of the neutrality principle in a comparative law perspective. Focusing on cases relating to prohibitions on the wearing of religious symbols or dress in the public sphere, we contrast interpretations deployed in Belgium by the Constitutional Court and the Council of State (Section 2), with constitutional interpretation of the neutrality principle in two neighboring countries, namely Germany (Section 3) and France (Section 4). Regarding the Belgian and French Councils of State, we discuss their case law rendered as high administrative courts as well as their opinions delivered as advisory bodies of the legislature or the executive. But before delving into the constitutional law analysis, some conceptual clarifications are needed as to the meaning of â€˜state neutralityâ€™ and how it relates to the notion of secularism or laÃ¯citÃ© (Section 1).
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