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		Abstract

		This paper attempts to explore the duties of the shurtah institution in the Umayyad period (41-132 A.H. / 661-750 A.D.) and to examine its role in the rise and fall of the Umayyad state. The importance of this topic stems from the fact that the shurtah institution played a distinguished role in consolidating the Umayyad regime and resisting and curbing anarchy and revolutions. Academically, this area is still a blind spot in Islamic history and has not been examined in great detail. However, although this paper has examined the Umayyad period from a limited angle, it can be claimed that Umayyad governors like al-HajjÄ�j and Ibn AbÄ«h used the shurtah to establish a monocratic political regime based on injustice and dictatorship. They used violence and systematic terrorism as political weapons incompatible with the rules of Islamic law. 
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