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		Abstract

		Oliver Williamson frequently told his students to ask, “what is going on here?” That question, for him, epitomized his open-ended, pluralist, and exploratory research method, which he often contrasted to more self-confident versions of academic orthodoxy. He believed that this approach, which implicitly incorporated sociology, psychology, anthropology, and political science into a broader economic inquiry, was most adept at understanding market behavior. It was especially useful in understanding economic phenomena that are hard to understand – which, poetically, are precisely the phenomena that offered the most lessons. This paper explores the origins of Williamson’s charge, how it benefited the research of his contemporaries and students, and how it offers a pathway to navigate some contemporary economic puzzles. 
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